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Love Can Be Kept Only By Being
Given Away

True happiness is found in unselfish love, a love which increases in
proportion as it is shared. There is no end to the sharing of love, and,
therefore, the potential happiness of such love is without limit. Infinite
sharing is the law of God's inner life. He has made the sharing of
ourselves the law of our own being. so that it is in loving others that we
best love ourseives. In disinterested activity we best fulfill our own
capacities to act and be.

Yet there can never be happiness in compulsion. It is not enough for
love to be shared: it must be shared freely. That is to say it must be given,
not merely taken. Unselfish love that is poured out upon a selfish object
does not bring perfect happiness: not because love requires a return or
a reward for loving, because it rests in the happiness of the beloved.
And if the one loved receives love selfishly, the lover is not satisfied. He
sees that his love has failed to make the beloved happy. It has not
awakened his (or her) capacity for unselfish love.

Hence the paradox that unselfish love cannot rest perfectly except
in a love that is perfectly reciprocated: because it knows that the only
true peace is found in selfless love. Selfless love consents to be loved
selflessly for the sake of the beloved. In so doing. it perfects itself.

The gift of love is the gift of the power and the capacity to love, and
therefore, to give love with full effect is also to receive it. So, love can
only be kept by being given away, and it can only be given perfectly
when it is also received.

Love not only prefers the good of another to my own, but it does
not even compare the two. It has only one good: that of the beloved,
which is, at the same time, my own. Love shares the good with another
not by dividing it with him (or her), but by identifying itself with him so that his
good becomes my own ... Love seeks its whole good in the good of
the beloved, and to divide that good would be to diminish love. Such a
division would not only weaken the action of love, but in doing so would
also diminish its joy. For love does not seek a joy that follows from its
effect: its joy is in the effect itself, which is the good of the beloved.
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Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

COMING UP...

Greek DanceSun.
Feb. 16th following
Diving LiturgyGreek
Fest practice for
Agape & Alpha
Omegas

Orthodox 101 Class:
Mon. Feb. 17th 6PM
7PM

Parish Councifues.
Feb. 18th 6PM
MEETING

Inquirers Class:
Thurs. Feb. 20th
7PM8:30PM

Greek Dancesun.
Feb. 23rd following
Diving LiturgyGreek
Fest practice for

Agape & Alpha
Omegas

Greek Fest Prefsun.
Feb. 23rd following
Divine LiturgyROLL
DOLMATHES

Orthodox 101 Class:
Mon. Feb. 24th 6PM
7PM

Greek Fest Prep:
Mon. Feb. 24th
10AM-3PMROLL
DOLMATHES

Greek Fest Prep:
Mon. Feb. 24th 2PM
6PMUNLOAD
BAKERY TRUCK

We welcome those visiting with us today and ask that only Baptized/Chrismated
Orthodox Christians who are properly prepared through prayer, fasting and Holy Greek Fest Prep:
Confession to come forward to receive Holy Communion. Women are kindly askedto ~ Tues. Feb. 25th
remove their lipstick prior to receiving Holy Communion. NOrthodox visitors are ugmi'mg?o""
welcome to receive the blessed bread from the Priest at the end of the Divine Liturg and;

to join us for fellowship in our hall. We ask that everyone please dress appropriately|for Greek Fest Prep:
church.Visitors: we ask that you fill out a yellow welcome card & give it to an Tues. Feb. 25th 2PM

@her 5PMELECTRICAL

WORK ON TENTS




EPISTLE READING fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave
St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 62D him anything. But when he came to himself he said
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me,” but not all 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread
things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me,” but | enough and to spare, but | perish here with hunger! |
will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for  will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him,
the stomach and the stomach for food~and God will  'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you;
destroy both one and the other. The body is not meantam no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as
for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the  one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came t¢
body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us URis father. But while he was yet at a distance, hig
by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are  father saw him and had compassion, and ran ang
members of Christ? Shall | therefore take the membergmbraced him and kissed him. And the son said td
of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?  him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and befor
Never! Do you not know that he who joins himself to ayou; | am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But
prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as itis  the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best
written, "The two shall become one flesh.” But he whorobe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kil
Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commitst, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son wag
is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found|'
his own body. Do you not know that your body isa  And they began to make merry. Now his elder son wa
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have in the field; and as he came and drew near to the
from God? You are not your own; you were bought  house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one
with a price. So glorify God in your body and in your of the servants and asked what this meant. And hé
spirit which belong to God. said to him, '"Your brother has come, and your father
GOSPEL READING _ ~has killed the fatted calf, because he has received hin
The Gospel ofLuke 15:1132 The Lord said this gafe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to g
parable: "There was a man who had two sons; and the, Hjs father came out and entreated him, but he
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give megnswered his father, 'Lo, these many years | have
the share of the property that falls to me." And he ggryed you, and | never disobeyed your command; ye
divided his living between them. Not many days Iater,you never gave me a kid, that | might make merry with
the younger son gathered all he had and took hisyy friends. But when this son of yours came, who has
journey into a far country, and there he squanderedgeyoured your living with harlots, you killed for him
his property in loose living. And when he had spentne fatted calfl' And he said to him, 'Son, you are
everything, a great famine arose in that country, a”dalways with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was
he began to be in want. So he went and joined himselfimng to make merry and be glad, for this your

to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him yrother was dead, and is alive: he was lost, and i$
into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have
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Entrance Hymn Kontakion
Come LetUs Worship/s  _ ¢ [ ~ 7 ° Page\16) . > frévolted senselessly out of Your fatherly glory; | have squan
Resurrectional Apolytikion dered sinfully all of the riches You gave me. Hence to You
When the stone had been sealdd’ <’ * >, -using the Pradigal's'words, I cry out, I have sinned before
(Page 44) You, merciful loving Father. O receive me in repentance, |
. L. pray, and treat me as one of Your hired hands.
Annunciation Hymn “h o oh s 4oy R T
Today is the crown of our salvation, and the manifestationo‘% e T ohs A sY chcwg.ch
the mystery from the ages. The Son of God becomes the Son. . & A A S h ahy .~ q
of the Virgin, and Gabriel announces the good tidings of  ~ ¢ = . ° v o wyh ' S 58 hoa~|
grace. Therefore let us cry out with him unto the Mother of S -
God: hail to thee who are full of grace; the Lord is with thee.” )
1" >8 " A .o 7 h s A _vanrfosthefl‘lwotokos/\z ¢ ht -
~htAYp s T haw TrlyitisRightt v oA 80 o Ragedl) hs<yt
_ ‘ Ih"WAV‘ J’J/\B_h‘z ¢ ht mhj""< _"/\‘h”/\ B‘hJJB<y
o A b ot s T s j v ‘Commyniop Hymg nh * - & [s.h " " . >wa'F
[ P > _h Y Praise the Lordg * A& _ ¢ Page3d6y ., '~ A (
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BGGG< Theapproachto and connectionbetween minds and hearts to contemplate the
3 G < sickness, death and sin. incomparable value of the eternal blessings of
G G The death of a Christian not only affectsGod’' s ki ngdom. When we

the family, but also the entire Church, for we are thoughts of the Funeral Service our souls becomes
all part of the Body of Christ. The Orthodox contrite, our hearts are softened, and we pray
Funeral Service, which expresses this fact, is not tdervently for the forgiveness and the repose of the
be seen primarily as an opportunity to extol, in a person who has been transferred to the life
sentimental way, the virtues of an individual. beyond the grave. Also, we who are still alive are
Rather, the various prayers and hymns emphasizéoeckoned to live the rest of our lives in
the harsh reality of death, as well as the victoriousrepentance and in full dedication to Christ.
Resurrection of Christ through which the power of Death, although evil and painful, has been
death is conquered. The funeral service is guideovercome by Christ, can be faced constructively
that shows us that in Christ we have obtained athrough faith, and can be approached without
new life, a life of faith and repentance, that fear through prayer and repentance. We
reveals to us that Christ is Life. In Christ, deathOrthodox directly face the solemn contemplation
itself is an act of life. When we turn our lifeoverof deat h’' s tragic char a
to Christ, and make His life ours, then our deathpower as that of sin and alienation from God. The
will be an act of communion with Life. realization of these facts, which particularly in the
The death of a Christian builds up the modern age is so strikingly absent, is the absolute
community of faith, enabling it to declare more condition for the full appreciation and celebration
power fully that ‘ deat hofithe vigtodousnresurection ofAChysb ané Hisv
attentively follows the hymns and prayers of the gracious gift of eternal life to mankind. The service
Funeral Service will be edified and consoled incompels us to reflect on our own lives, and gives
many ways. The Service is not only an opportunitycomfort by stressing the hopefulness of salvation
to express our love for our loved one who hasi n t he gl orious Kingdom
fallen asleep; it is also a sacred time, a marvelougChrist, give rest to the soul of Your servant, where
opportunity for reflection and inner meditation on there is no pain, no sorrow or suffering, but life
our own relationship with God and on the everl asting.” A |ife wh
orientation of our lives. The Service acknowledgess present in the continual light and love of our
the reality of human existence, the frailty of life Triune Lord.
and the vanity of worldly things, and directs our
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< SAINTS COMMEMORATED - Flavianos, Patriarch of Constantinople
G TODAY, SUN. FEB. 16th
G< .Romanos the Younger - Pamphilus the Martyr & his Companions
<
G Sunday of the Prodigal Son great iniquities, and have persisted in them for a long
< Through the parable of today's Gospel, otime, oftentimes fall into despair, thinking that there
G G Saviour has set forth three things for us: thean no longer be any forgiveness for them; and so
G <condition of the sinner, the rule of repentance, arsking without hope, they fall every day into the same

&)

the greatness of God's compassion. The divened even worse iniquities. Therefore, the divine
Fathers have put this reading the week after thathers, that they might root out the passion of
parable of the Publican and Pharisee so that, seed&gpair from the hearts of such people, and rouse
in the person of the Prodigal Son our own wretchéitem to the deeds of virtue, have set the present
condition -- inasmuch as we are sunken in sin, fparable at the forecourts of the Fast, to show them
from God and His Mysteries we might at last comethe surpassing goodness of God's compassion, and tc
to our senses and make haste to return to Him tsach them that there is no sin- no matter how
repentance during these holy days of the Fast. great it may be-- that can overcome at any time His
Furthermore, those who have wrought marnpve for man.
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MEMORIAL

Today we offer a 19 year Memorial for the servants
God, Nickolay & Antonina Kornijets, parents of
Lyudmyla (Lucy) Robinson.
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HELLENIC-AMERICAN SOCTAL CL.UB

Our next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday, March
11thin the Fr. Arthur Kontinos Community Centef7&20
p.m. Our planned March event is scheduled for Tuesday,
March 18th—a day trip to Tarpon Springs for dining,
shopping, touring and fun, fun, furRhyllis Mino is chairing
this trip. Please contact her at 63838-1492for information
and reservationsAll are welcome to join us.

LADIES PHIT.OPTOCHOS SOCIETY

Your hostess for the month of February are: Rana
Levenderis, Cyndi Kyriciou & Carol Palatine. Please lend a
hand to these ladies by stepping up to offer your assistance,

LEXUSGet your tickets today by calling Stella Karras at
239-470-42940r the church office

GREEK FEST T-SHIRTS
a Just off the screen printers press
and they are RED
while you can2014 Greek Fest
T-shirts. For sald@ODAYN the
Courtyard, $10 f
logp.6 H N MO Qa &KANI &
Quantity and sizing are limited, $5)

HELP SAVE SOME TREES!

Instead of getting a hard copy of our VOIREWSLETTER,
choose to receive it thru EMAIL! Just call the church office
OR emailofficeagoc@gmail.corand we will add you to the
group list. That comes every OTHER month23@-481-

2099

GREEK FEST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

o
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to serve and or clean up your table before leaving. Thank yoWe do have a number of holes in our volunteer schedule anc

for helping.YIAYIA'S ATTIOonations are still being taken .

we hope you can offer a few hours of your time to hepur

Please donate anything you can (no shoes, no clothes). Theshifts are10:30am5pmor 5-11:30pm on Fridagnd

festival is approaching and we are in need of more items,
please contact Rana Levenderi2@-689-8731. Thank you
in advance for your donatiorzebruary 23rd Bake Sale has
been Cancelled. February 24th: LPS General Meeting has
been Cancelled.

CASH RAFFLE TICKETS

Saturday.On Sunday, we have one shift frdrh:305pm.
However, any amount of time is appreciated! We will
continue to offer food vouchers to our volunteers for select
items listed on the vouchersPlease be respectful of the
people working the food lines and do not ask for items not
listed on the voucher.

$$ DOLLABRS CASH RAFFLE TICKETS are now ready for bdtyou are volunteering, please pick up your volunteer

purchase and distribution$5 for 6 Tickets4 CASH PRIZES:
$1000, $500,$250 & $2FKeep some in your purse, in your
wallet and your car-anywhere, anytime!llt's easy sale to
your neighbors, family, friends and business people you
support all year longPlease consider taking a faigkets

and helping out this yearContactTina Kucera a239-980
15200r John Troutmafor more information.

DINNER DANCE of FEBRUARY 8, 2014

Doorprize:32” Samsung Fl at Scree
HellenicAmerican Social Club. Winners: Georgia &
Konstantinos Tsocanos. Congratulations to Georgia & Gus.
Enjoy your TV watching in good health and remember this
fun evening fondly.

CAR RAFFLE
9th ANNUAL CAR RAFFLE TICHIEDS sale now...a $50
donation. You can win $25,000.00 or a brand new 1S350

parking pass in the hall todaySee Phyllis or Barbara.

WELCOME MINISTRY

New to the area? a 1st time Visitor? interested in
Orthodoxy? or been a loAgme believer--please FILL OU
a yellow card in your pewHAND the yellow card to an
USHER before Communion. Our Welcome Ministry wants
to meet you andwe are a VERY friendly family of
Orthodox Christians, local and from all over the Countr
We have many Ministries to offer from 1 to 101. Our
members: Helen, Jim and Terry; Aileen, Pam, Polly, George
and Georgia, Carol and Presvytera Carolyn invite you to
join them in Fellowship Hall next door following Liturgy
Introduce yourself to Fr. Dean Nastos at the end of the
service when you come forward for blessed bre&thve a

T

y.

Blessed Day!

Praying for You

We offer prayers for health and the needs for the servants of God for Katherine Del Monico, Macy
Elaine Chakonas, Dimitra Vasilakos, Theodore Lizas, John Kontinos, Stella Demosthenis, Efrosing
Mullady, George Nicolaidis & Mary Kendrick. Please notify the office if there is someone that need$

added to the prayer list. 23981-2099
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